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Experience NEW LIFE   Discovering Truth to Apply in Life & Reach Out in Love!	  
 

 

  
 

Job and His Miserable Comforters  

Job’s Desperation 
Chapter 3 

Friend’s Miserable Consolation  
Chapter 4–26 

Job’s Determination 
Chapters 27–31 

Cursing and Crying in Desperation 
Starts His Friends Speaking 

Rigid 
Confrontation 

Relentless 
Conviction 

Ruthless 
Condemnation 

Cursing and Crying with Determination 
Silences His Friends Speaking 

 
➤ Job has resisted the temptation from his unknown adversary, the Devil, to curse his God. 
 
➤ Job has resisted the temptation from his well-known accusers to confess to sins he never committed. 
 
➤ Job has survived the “no help” advice of his friend Eliphaz the Experienced Moralist, being beaten into a blessing by Bildad the 

Brutal Traditionalist, and the spiritual malpractice of Zophar the Zealous Rationalist! 
 
➤ Job has refused to take a ride on the “Guilt Trip Express” even though all three friends had bought him a ticket! 
 
➤ But Job has still been denied what he desired most:  Job has not heard from his FRIEND, the Lord God Almighty! 
 
 
 

How to Stand Strong When Life’s Gone Wrong 
 

1 .  RESOLVE to l ive with godly INTEGRITY no matter what.  Job 27 
 

“Far be it from me that I should declare you right; Till I die I will not put away my integrity from me.”  (27:5) 
 
➤ The godly have hope in the end, when there is no hope in the PRESENT.  (27:1-6) 

 
➤ The ungodly have hope in the present that is no hope at all in the END.  (27:7-23) 

 
 
 
2. RENEW your mind with WISDOM from God above not the world below.   Job 28 

 

“But where can wisdom be found? And where is the place of understanding?  (28:12, 20) 
“And to man He said, ‘Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; And to depart from evil is understanding.” (28:28) 

 
➤ Wisdom can’t be SOUGHT or BOUGHT in the world below. (28:1-11, 12-22) 

 
➤ Wisdom only comes from GOD ABOVE!  (28:23-27) 
 

1) God must give it to us: ASK for wisdom in prayer!  James 1:5 
 
2) God must reveal it to us: DIG for wisdom in the Bible!  Proverbs 2 

 
 
 
3. REFLECT on the past GOODNESS of God.  Job 29 
 

“Oh that I were as in months gone by, As in the days when God watched over me; When His lamp shone over my head, And by His light I walked through darkness; As I 
was in the prime of my days, When the friendship of God was over my tent; When the Almighty was yet with me…”  (29:2-5) 

Stand Strong When Life’s Gone Wrong! 
Lesson 17  •  Job 27-31 

 
 
 
 

The Book of Job Is a Lot Like Suffering 

It  always LASTS LONGER than you would l ike! 
 

Job 27–31 covers Job’s final defense before his miserable comforters and his mysterious God. 



 

4. REFRAIN from BLAMING God for what’s gone wrong.  Job 30 
 

“But now…Terrors are turned against me; They pursue my honor as the wind, And my prosperity has passed away like a cloud.”  (30:1, 15) 
 
 
 
5. RECOGNIZE the MYSTERY of God’s sovereignty and undeserved adversity. 
 

Then the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job? For there is no one like him on the earth, a pure and upright man, one who fears God and turns 
away from evil. And he still holds firmly to his integrity, so that you stirred me up to destroy him without reason.”  (Job 2:3 NET) 

 
 

➤ By faith recognize what is ALWAYS true about God and His great goodness toward His children. 
 

➤ By faith recognize what is NEVER true about God and His great goodness toward His children. 
 

➤ By faith recognize you will never FULLY UNDERSTAND the mystery between God’s sovereignty and our suffering.  Job 42:1-6 
 
 
 
6. REMAIN ABOVE REPROACH in times of prosperity and adversity.  Job 31 
 

 “If I have walked with falsehood, And my foot has hastened after deceit, Let Him weigh me with accurate scales, And let God know my integrity.  (31:5) 
 “Have I covered my transgressions like Adam, By hiding my iniquity in my bosom, Because I feared the great multitude, And the contempt of families terrified me, And 

kept silent and did not go out of doors?  (31:33-34) 
 

12 Ways Job Has Lived Above Reproach: Fearing God and Turning from Evil  
1. Not Looking with Lust (1-4) 7. Not Being Greedy (24-25) 
2. Not Walking in Falsehood (5-6) 8. Not Being an Idol Worshipper  (26-28)  
3. Not Pursuing What Is Sin (7-8) 9. Not Being Vengeful toward Enemies  (29-30) 
4. Not Committing Adultery (9-12) 10. Not Being Inhospitable to Strangers (31-32) 
5. Not Being Unjust with Servants (13-15) 11. Not Being Hypocritical about Sinning (33-34) 
6. Not Being Unkind to the Helpless (16-23) 12. Not Abusing Power as a Land Owner (38-40) 

 
 
 

7. REMEMBER to stand strong unti l  God REVEALS Himself in al l  His greatness and 
goodness.  Job 32–42 

 

We count those blessed who endured. You have heard of the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome of the Lord’s dealings, that the Lord is full of compassion 
and is merciful.  James 5:11 

 
 
 
 
 

Next Steps for Standing Strong When Life Goes Wrong 
 

➤ Job trusted in his relationship with God Almighty, not a set of rules in order to be rewarded. These are not seven “steps” but 
seven “convictions” that wise people follow out of a love-based fear of God! 
 

➤ Job struggled to stand strong in adversity. But by faith in God and His grace he was able to do it and so can you. 
 

➤ Job prepared to stand strong in prosperity. Living above reproach doesn’t happen over night, so start now before life goes wrong. 
 

➤ Job risked everything to stand strong in integrity. Resolve today to live with integrity no matter what it may cost you. 
 

➤ Job boasted in his self-righteousness before God Almighty. We all need to learn in prosperity and adversity that Christ crucified is 
the power of God and the wisdom of God for all peoples. 

 
 

“For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 
 

For it is written, ‘I WILL DESTROY THE WISDOM OF THE WISE, AND THE CLEVERNESS OF THE CLEVER I WILL SET ASIDE.’ 
 

Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since in the 
wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not come to know God, God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to 

save those who believe. For indeed Jews ask for signs and Greeks search for wisdom; but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block 
and to Gentiles foolishness, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.” 

1Corinthians 1:18-24 


