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Experience NEW LIFE u Discovering Truth to Apply in Life & Reach Out in Love! 
 

    

 

Background to the Third Sign  (vv. 1-5) 
 

Ø When? “After these things, there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.”  (5:1; 2:23-25; 4:43-45) 
 
 
 

Ø Where? “Now there was in Jerusalem by the sheep gate a pool, which is called in Hebrew Bethesda, having five porticoes.”.”  
(5:2) 

 
 
 

Ø Who? “In these lay a multitude of those who were sick, blind, lame, and withered. A man was there who had been thirty-eight 
years in his sickness.”  (5:3, 5) 

 
 
 

Ø What happened to verse 4? “[waiting for the moving of the waters; for an angel of the Lord went down and at certain 
seasons into the pool and stirred up the water; whoever then first, after the stirring up of the 
water, stepped in was made well from the whatever disease with which he was afflicted.]”  
(5:4) 

 
 

We Need a Miracle When We Lack the Ability to Save Ourselves or Live Holy Before God! 
 

1. The Question:  “Do You Want to Be Made Well?”  (vv. 6-7) 
 
Why Did Jesus Pick This Disabled Man and Ask Him This Question? 
 

Ø Jesus was not in the business of healing people but in bringing HOLINESS to all people! 
 
 

Ø Jesus wanted the man to think about his greater need and the greater miracle of being healed of the disability of 
his DEPRAVITY––SIN! 

 
 
 
 
Why Didn’t the Disabled Man Answer the question or Ask Jesus to Carry Him to the Pool? 
 

Ø The disabled man was not yet ready to take RESPONSIBILITY for his greater disability of not living for God! 
 
1) The disabled man never answered the question in the affirmative! 
 
2) The disabled man never asked Jesus to carry Him to the pool! 

 
 
 
2. The Command:  “Get Up, Pick Up Your Pallet and Walk!”  (vv. 8-9) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Lord, I Need A Miracle 

 

When There Is No More Ability in Life! 
 

Lesson 3  •  John 5:1-18 



 

3. The Conflict:  “Now It Was the Sabbath on that Day.”  (vv. 9-13) 
 
 
 

The Jewish leaders not only lack SAVING FAITH, they also lack SIGN FAITH! 
 

They are all about KEEPING RULES rather than SEEKING and FINDING their MESSIAH! 
 
 
 
4. The Warning: “Behold, You Have Become Well; Do Not Sin Anymore, So 

that Nothing Worse May Befall You!”  (vv. 14-16) 
 
Ø WHAT is Jesus doing here?  (v. 14) 

 
“I have healed you to make you holy!” 
 
 
“Turn from your sin to me as your Sovereign Savior!” 
 
 
 

Ø HOW does the healed man respond?  (v. 15) 
 
 
 

Ø HOW do the Jewish leaders respond?  (v. 16) 
 
 
 
 
5. The Significance: “My Father Is Working Until Now, and I Myself 

Am Working!”  (vv. 17-18) 
 
What Was Jesus Claiming About Himself and His Ministry? 
 

Ø Jesus was doing the WORK OF GOD––His Father––in His message, His ministry, and His miracles! 
 
 

Ø Jesus was doing the work of God because HE WAS GOD! 
 
 
 

So How Do We Overcome the Greatest Disability of All–– 
the Inability to Live Holy Before God Due to Our Sin? 

 

Seek to Be Made Holy by Saving Faith in Jesus as the Sovereign Savior and Then Start Sinning Less and Obeying More! 
 
Ø Let Jesus convict you of your own spiritual DISABILITY to live a life pleasing to God. 

 
The deeper need we Need to Be Convicted of by Jesus: 
 

1) The primary source of our spiritual disability is our own sinful depravity that no one can heal but Jesus! 

2) The paralyzing force of our spiritual disability is our own inability to save ourselves or live holy before God! 

3) The persistent course of our spiritual disability is that our eternity hangs in the balance! 
 

Ø Let Jesus do for you what you are UNABLE to do for yourself:  Place saving faith in Him and His work for you in His 
death, burial, and resurrection from the dead! 
 

Ø Give Jesus the honor He deserves by DOING what He has saved you to do:  Rise up and get to work for His coming 
kingdom! 


