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God’s Promise to the Proud
Lesson 5 • Obadiah 2-9

God’s Promise to the Proud: PRIDE GOES BEFORE YOUR FALL!
“Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall.” Proverbs 16:18
Everyone who is proud in heart is an abomination to the LORD; assuredly, he will not be unpunished.” Proverbs 16:5
“There are six things which the LORD hates, Yes, seven which are an abomination to Him: Haughty eyes…” Proverbs 6:16
“…Pride and arrogance and the evil way and the perverted mouth, I hate.” Proverbs 8:13
“…No one who has a haughty look and an arrogant heart will I endure.” Psalm 101:5
“Whoever exalts himself shall be humbled; and whoever humbles himself shall be exalted.” Matthew 23:12
“…for God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” 1Peter 5:5
“…Therefore it says, “God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” James 4:6

Even though God will always keep His promise to the proud, there’s still time to HUMBLE OURSELVES today!

1. The Cause of Edom’s Fall: A PROUD HEART.

(vv. 2-4)

Why Do Proud Hearts Deserve Such Harsh Judgment from the Lord GOD?

! Pride is the sin of SINS.
Proverbs 6:16-17; 8:13; Psalm 101:5
1.

Pride brought down SATAN and his demons. Isaiah 14:12-15; Ezekiel 28:2, 6, 9

2.

Pride brought down ADAM and his descendants. Genesis 3:5

! Pride is a sin of the HEART.
“The pride of your heart…You who say in your heart…” Obadiah 3
“The man who acts presumptuously by not listening to the priest who stands there to serve the LORD your God,
nor to the judge, that man shall die; thus you shall purge the evil from Israel.” Deuteronomy 17:12

A Proud Heart Is…
1. Self-CENTERED: “I…”
2.

Self-WILLED: “I will…”

3.

Self-EXALTING: “I will be like God!”

4.

Self-CONFIDENT: “Who will bring me down to the ground?”

5.

Self-DECEIVED: “I am not proud and I will not fall!”

•

False sense of HUMILITY due to deception of the heart.
“Humility is the strange thing one loses the moment he thinks he has it!”

•

False sense of SECURITY due to confidence in the flesh.

2. The Certainty of Edom’s Fall: The WILL of God.

(vv. 2, 4, 8)

! God’s will DECREES it! (vv. 2, 4, 8)

!

God’s Word REVEALS it! (vv. 1, 4, 8, 18)

! God’s war FULFILLS it! (vv. 1, 7-8)
Humble yourself before God and the people He sends to confront or counsel you!

3. The Completeness of Edom’s Fall: A Total LOSS.

(vv. 5-9)

! “Friends” will FORSAKE you! (vv. 6-7)
Despise you, betray you, and exploit you in due time.

! Flesh will FAIL you! (vv. 8-9a)
“The strongest men in the world are those who are the weak before God;
the greatest men are those who are humble before God; the tallest are those who bend before God!”
– Richard Halverson, Former Chaplain to the Senate

! Faithfulness of God will FLATTEN you! (v. 9b)
Cut-off from their carnal companions and their carnal confidences.

HOPE for the HUMBLED: SEEK HUMILITY!
“God sends no one away empty except those who are full of themselves!” – Evangelist D. L. Moody
"

Humble yourself before God does. Matthew 23:12; James 4:10
A person on their face before God doesn’t have far to fall!

"

Confess your sins to one another. James 4:8-9; 5:16
The smaller we become the more room God has to work!

"

Submit to God and resist the devil. James 4:6-7
The person who humbly bows before God is sure to walk upright before men!

